
Deepening'Understanding'of'Content''
&'Increasing'Independence'in'Writing''
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Goal:%Develop%writing%that%is%informative%and%persuasive,%complete,%supported%with%
evidence,%clear,%smart,%and%balanced.%It%advances%the%conversation%within%the%discipline%and%
demonstrates%facility%with%its%conventions…%confidence%in%writing%is%demonstrated%in%word%
choice,%tone,%and%clarity%in%multiple%genres%(from%feature%articles%to%essays%and%arguments).%
'
In'writing'process'this'means:'how%a%student%develops%an%idea,%understands%what%
information%is%needed%to%support%it,%then%organizes,%analyzes%and%refines%writing%in%response%
to%the%needs%or%questions%of%a%real%or%imagined%audience%with%limited%teacher%direction.%

Foundation'of'content'
knowledge:'understand%big%

ideas,%themes,%and%key%theories%
that%define%the%content.%
Recognize%patterns%and%

connections%within%the%content.'

Skill:'
Writing%
from%
evidence%in%
charts,%
tables,%and%
graphs%

Skill:'
Asking%
questions%of%
evidence,%
reading%with%
and%against%
an%author’s%
idea%

Skill:'
Read%like%a%writer,%
analyzing%multiple%
models%of%cohesive%
writing%across%
print%&%media%

Skill:%
Writing%claims%from%
information,%
anticipating%the%support%
for%and%against%the%claim%

Skill:'develop%
fluency%in%writing%
about%the%content,%
writing%to%
learn/understand%
academic%vocabulary%

Skill:'
Confer%with%others%
to%improve%
listening%&%
feedbackKK%leading%
to%productive%
rereading%of%own%
writing%

Skill:'
Identify%
organizational%
structures,%choose%
one%to%fit%intent%

Skill:'
Facility%with%
rereading%&%
revising%sentences%
to%improve%rhythm%
and%clarity%

Skill:'
Identify%
audience%&%
anticipate%
questions%
&%response%
to%writing%

Skill:'Write%to%discover%and%learn.%
Write%to%think%about%the%content%
more%deeply.%
!

Penny Kittle 28


